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September 30, 1866

Holland, Michigan

The editor of De Hope printed excerpts on October 11 from two Dutch periodicals, De
Bazuin and De Wekstem following Albertus C. and Christian de M. Van Raalte's
departure from the Netherlands. The excerpt is a letter of Van Raalte to the Separatist
churches of the Netherlands on the above date, September 30.
He wished he could have seen more people and not missed some appointments. Both he
and his wife have been revived and strengthened during their stay. He really prays for
more united mission work by the RCA and the Gereformeerde Kerk. VR reveals plans for
some definite courses of action.

In Dutch. Translation by Simone Kennedy, 1997.

Original in the archives of Hope College, the Joint Archives of Holland, at Hope College.

1866, October 11

Translation by Simone Kennedy, 12/16/97

De Hope, 11 October 1866: "Dr. van Raalte's Departure"
De Hope: 11 oktober 1866: "Dr. van Raalte's Vertrek"

From the Bazuin and de Wekstem we reprint the following about Dr. van Raalte's
departure from the Netherlands.

Dr. A. C. van Raalte, to all his friends, during his return to North America.

Dear brothers, dearly beloved congregations!
Many full and partial promises have not been kept. It has caused
me pain to have missed so many appointments. I pray you, please, cross
out my debt and let me go as a free man. God has revived and
strengthened me and my wife, especially through your love. Accept our
thankfulness, God will reward you. Please, pray for our safe crossing. I
will not leave you and will search for ways to increase our contact and our
well-being on both sides. The link to develop closer relationships is
United Mission Work. We die if we do not work for God's work. If we
know the misery of the sinner and the great love of God, and Jesus, God's
gift of love, then let us have compassion and find the Heathen. We pray
you, revive us by your supporting hand. The need in Africa and our
special circumstances make us desire to labor there through settlements.
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The Pilgrim Missionary Alliance in Germany would like to see a
line of Missionary stations from Jerusalem to Abyssinia, named the Street
of Apostles, and to attach a Street of Prophets of Missionary Stations
through the highlands of Africa.
A Christian in England has the intention to donate a steamboat for
the Upper Nile, as far as it is navigable. Our hearts thirst to bring the
gospel there. We cannot start the colonization unless we have a ship for
missionaries. Our plan is developed and the ship is being built. Our
harbor is connected to the ocean through the canal which connects our
lakes with the St. Lawrence. We pray you, and all who love Jesus, who
care about the salvation of sinners, to strengthen our hearts and our hands
through your participation. It will be good for you. Do not say: What an
enterprise! This matter is worth it.
We just pray that Jesus, Who has been given all power in Heaven
and on earth, who owns the gold and the cattle on thousands of mountains,
will accept us and give us above all personnel that fervently wishes to do
the work, and bums with love for Jesus and sinners.

With sincere love,
A. C. van Raalte
Kampen, September 10, 1866
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